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JAPANESE COMPETITION.

HAVE AMERICAN MANUFACTURERS ANTY-
THING TO FEAR FROM IT?

THE NEGATIVE <1DE O THE QUESTION TAKEN 8Y
A MAN CONVERSANT WITH TRADE REiLA-
TIONS BETWEEN JAPAN AND THE
UNITED BTATES.

[RY TELRARAPH TO THE TRIRCNE ]

Washington, Feb. 13—A man long resident in
Janan and in every way competent to discuss the
warlous phases of trade relations bhetween the 1wo
countries sald to The Tribuns ecorrespondent 10~

day:
“The question whether the manufacturers nf this
country have good cause to fear Japaness compeil-

tlan has been brought prominéntly to public notice |

By the tastimony of Representative-clect Pearce -
fore the Wave and Means Committes, recently pub-
ished fn Ths Tribuna. The question = not & new
one: 1t has been propounded and answoered befors,
notably In California, whers thers {s a natural ten-
dency to look askance upon all things Orlental,
Fover alnce the close of the Japanese-Uhinesc war
sxaggerated voports of Japan's industrial progress
and alleged uniimited capabilities as & manufactur-
tng country have gained cireulation. and, in some
querters at least, partial credence. This wa= the
case in San Francisco about a Yesr ago when a
eommittes was appointed to investigate the suhiect,
The committee reported, in substancs, thit Ameri-
can manufacturers have na reason 10 Aread Japari-
ese compriition. ‘Tt dosa nol seem reasonalbie, nior
f= 1t logical' the veport states, ‘Lo SUppOse that
Japan has thus. meteor-like, sprung 10 the front
rank of manufacturing countries at one hound,
England, the greatest export:r of manufactures in
the world, has reached supremacy through 1.000
vears of sxperienca and aggressive polley and it
would appear to 1his commiiiiee, thorefore, that we
are anticipating the courss of sve by many
years in belleving Japan capable of compeling
with us”
THIS COUNTRY'S TRUE POLICY

“T¢ was manifestly the opinion of the San Fran-
elsen eommittes that tha trus pelicy
Braies as regarded Japan was not 1o erece barriers
and safeguards against a purely provlematical dan-
geor. but 1o sndeavor 10 win by eonctlintion and in-
telligent enierprise the share af Japan's trade to
which this country i= rightfully entitled, botls by
rearon of geographieal poszition and fts own induss
trial capacities, Alluding 10 A proposed mecting of
the manufaciurers of the United Siates in Chiesno,
the committes suggest that it would he a good jdea
to conslder At 1hit meeling 1he question ‘of PuEh=
ing the =als of onr mannfaciures in South Americn,
Japan, China and other countries. The balance of
trade to-day,’ it goes on to say, ‘with the United
Raten {8 in faver of Japan, This 1= entirely from
the fart nf our heavy imports of tea and raw silk.
Tn'l, with Increasing consumption of our cotton In
Japan and progpects of sale of our manufactired
gands in that country, it t5 not without the bounds
nf possibility yet to writa tha balanes on the ather
siffie. With all these facta in view, your committes
s¢ of 1ha apinion that any untimely move taken at
this time which would antagonize our hest Inters
exts in Japan should be nvalded

“Mr. Prarce very evidently did nat hegin his in-
vestigatione whare the San Tranecisco committes
Joft off. He started above, so to speak. and the re-
e1lt of his lahors is a story almost proclsels ifdenti-

cal with that which formed the subject matier of |

izt of

1he 8an Francisco inquiry, even down to the 1
articles in the manufacture of which he avers that
Japanese competition i< to he dreaded.
Francisco committes wera prohably as competent
crities s Mr. Tearce, and, in view of the ir verdict,
vhe subject might vors well he dropped, wers it nat
for the danger that, if not again contradieted, It
might lead actlon which would injurs
American irads with Japan. As & Natlon whess
commercial and industria]l capacity Is practicaily
interested in creating
for our

10 same

unlimited, we are of course
avalinble outlet

and maintaining evers
ratural and  manufactured nroduscta This Ix
especially true of the miirkeis of the Far Bast,

where propinquity. united ip good judgment, must
in time gain for us & preponderating commercial
tnfluence, f nothing Is  Adne to disturh the
unusually cordial relatlons we have hitherto main-
tained there. It iz only the possibility  that
those gnod relations may he affected by the al-
tempt 10 guard against dangers partly, f not
wholly, chimerical, that lends any weight to the
statements made by Mr Pearoa to the Wayvs and
Means Committee
MR PEARCES 8STATEMENTS CONTRADICTED
“Yet it only needs the
tion 1o prove that Amerioan manufacturers have
nothing 1o fear from Japan, even on Mr Pearce's
own showing. He stated, In subsiance, 1hat Japan
was or would become a formidable competitor to
this country in ths manufacture of silk and cotton
gonis, carpets, Tugs and druggrts. matling, sirgw
hais, =hoes, leather goods, trunks and handbags
entlery and surglial Instruments, chemicils and
drugs. brushes of &ll kinds, clocks and watche
cabinet organse, ates] vessols, engines. bronge,
tery, glass heads, hleveles, bumboo ware, ote This
seems a formidable list, lts weakness Mes in the
gact that it does not tnelude a single article of Jups
anese manufasture which can fafriy be said to come
into direct competition with any similar artiele of
American manufacture.  Moreover, many of the
artieles it does enumerate, so fur from being im-
ported into thia country from Japan. are not even
manufactured in Japun: cr, If manufuctured in an
experimental and desultory way, can never ba pro-
dueed in suffclent quantitiea to competa success-
fully, even in Japan, with the foreign product To
any one teally acquainted with Japanese manu-

factures, the mention of slocks and watches, vab- |

tnet organs, siteel vessals, engines, outlery and
bleycles as axporis from Japun, would sesmn fit oc-
casion for funocent hilarity. The report of Japnn's
commerce with the United States for the last fiscal

year does not show that a single one of these arti-

cles was Imported into the United States. It is safe |
to go further and to assert that if one ever Was< |
manufactured fn Japan, it may justly be regarded |

8f o genuine rara avi=  All of these things reqguirs
for thelr manufacture lorge capital,  extensive
works, wide experlence and many other conditions
which cannot be successfully brought' together In
Japan for many Years 1o comes

“Take, for example, the watch whieh Mr Pearce
exhibited to the committes 88 A proo’ the
dangers 1o be apprehended from cheap Japanese
competition. He sald it cost $L08 If the reul
rlory of that wateh was told, it would probably
he found to hove cost many times that amount, if

not to Mr. Pearce, at least to certaln dehided In-
vestors In Japan who belleved to thelr cost that
they could succesafully manufacture watches jor
competition with the foreign article. “They tried
the experiment and fulled, ag Is shown by the
Fnrth-ulh moribund condltien of the only manu-
wctory of the Nind ever establistied In Japuon
Nor does Japan bulld stecl vessels or ongines for
export.  On the contracy, she imports them, s
witness the orders recently given for vessels of war
in 1his and other countries, And the additlons to
her mercantile marioe which ave constantly hoing
mude abroad, as well as the large lmport rom
this country of engines and other machiners

JAPAN DEPEXDENT ON OTHER NATIONS

"The fact i= that Japan for mény years
come must depend upon other countries for her
eupply of articles of this description. Her peaple
de not lack the abiiiy 1o make them, but they
ek the facilittes, and fAnd It cheapor, conse-

of

tn

quently, 1o purchase sbroad Ax to the other ar- |
ticles in Me, Pearce's let, a number may by dis-
misssd us having manifestly  been Inivoduc in
a spirit of humorous jaillery aliiner organs’
and “bleveles are o palpable joke, while ‘shoes'
“trunks nond handbage,” wite nails” cutlery ond
surgleal Instruments and “glass beads are prob-
ably egually (f more mysteriously  funn Wea
would probably know why 1l are hravght tn

it we could find th m in any list of Jepaness ex-
orts to tie United S ates, which we cannot. A
aw such articles are manufactured in Japen, but
not tiearly enough to supply the domestic demand,
and nn one ever heard of thelr belng sent abroad
as articles of stapie export. ‘Erushes of all kinds’
& partly serlous. for Jupsn exooris some tooii-
nrushes, bir—gtraw hats’ should read “straw hraki.’
sinee that 18 prastically the only form in which the
artlele reaches the United Stares

“The enumeration of such u long !Nst of arilelee |

in which Jupan does not compste and cannot by
any porsibility compete with the Unlied Erates fo
many Years 160 come makes §t difficult

Bhould he in every family -
invaldable when thfltomach I I'IS

meditine chest and every
18 out of order; cur® headache, billousness, and

travellar's grip. y ArTe
all liver troubles. Mild and efMcient. 23c.

of the United |

The Sun I‘

mo=t supsrficial investiga- |

1o deal |

warloualy with gtatements like those miude by Mr
Pearce. Thelr best refutation s 1o be founid in
the reports of (rade between the two eountries.
Thaese show that the United Btates imporis from
Jupan almost exclusively raw products, or :nrll-_lnl
of & kind not menufactured In this country, The
totul imports from Jupan during the last fiseal
r wero valued at 55000000 silver yon, say, .-
Raw Ak and tea form almoxt two-th
’ of this amount. Then come ahont §5,000,00

of =ik goods. chiefly Hubutai and sk handker-
chiols, both of which sre subject to bigh rates of
duty,  Of cotton goods, the only important impoty
I= ‘chijiimt’ a specien of erinkled cloth, not made
In this country, the total value of the import of
which lnst vear was only about § L, No woollen
CATpats g mapufaciured in but nhont
£ 0 worthh of hemp and eotton and drug
S8 Were exj 1o the United Stutes during
¢f fees] year. Matling is an important cx
ort, but certiinly not chn 1o he feared in compes
vtlon with any Amerioan product. 1o the list of
motale and mammactiures of metals there ls noth-

| ing of constquences except bronke, an almost cx-

clusively art product. The sima may be sald of
| the porielain aml pottery of Japan, which come, as
] withiti the category of ornamental rathuer

o rule,
| than of strietly commercinl manufactures

I'NABLE TO SUPPLY HOME DEMAND
“This roview of the netual condition of the fraede
| Bietween the Unired States and Japan should of it-
self sufMee to show that the former has nothing o
fenr Lrom the lntter a8 a4 com titor In Amaoricin
markets. Japan has made e markable strides with-
I the Just few years in commeice and In man
| factures, espeoially in coiton manufactures. 4
| eyen in these her manufucturers have not yet 1

able 1o supply the home demand. In lron und stee
| muanutaciures she must always be at a disadvi
tage in forelzn markets, sinee she has no fron, al-

though abundunes of conl. Uhenp Wagss are o
course the male, while the Japanese reundlly become
akllled arti s PBut s munufaciug grow nnd
progper, the e of living vises, wiges Ine

and  produaced becomaes  more  costly

Jupan hus to contend whth diffleultie: ne

her own pecular pesitjon; not 1 of o

auestion of changing old el

methods, The developmeon cotton mapufactures

- a

has brought il of these factors into propunencs,
and no doubi the pursult of other similar enter-
prizes will nitite them stil farther, so that
when all lia 1 and done fowill donhiless
be found that . n, despite her patural aovi

M
e of

inges. may consider hersell Iueky i ahe &
pete industeially with ather nations npon |
| eouality

at

“I'hia i% the view held by intelligent observer
home, hath voand tarelgn. B was well e
pressed by Mo Irnperiut Vice-Mintsier of

rocent

Commeres,  in :
Commere.
" &2

Tokio ta the Council of

Industry. “We muzt continud,” s
Furopean and Amorican countris
enliar 10 our country, such as tem, &

requir pitiency
I profitahly g

ithon
=il
angd America in
which ean auly be
i Wea <honid
foar Lhe
BaLl]
wind wdppra bl

iring |
pete with Huarop:
Kets with good:
labor with
up the fope «
Ieist,
| tmpraving
taste and |
oy we )

real slination ¢ 1

| ne a better guide for Amerl

regarding the femed danger
tion than the werning, sprightly aml humiarotia
gh it 1w, A, Peaves g muitin el

timepicer.”
. .
ADMIRAL RAMSAY'S SUCCESSOR.
CANDIDATER FOR CHIEF OF THE HUREAT
OF NAVIGATION-ADMIRAL BUNCES

CITANUES Goty

Washington, Feh 13 (Spaoail Who wili #icoved
Admiral Ramsay ne Chiet of 1he Ryrean of Navl-
gation” This question i= bring  dsotiseed with
much Interest hy paval omticsrs T C‘hief of 1or
Rurean of Nayigatlon Is v Hy the Adjatant

He s e ged with the duty

Genernl of the Navy

of enforeitiz the orders of the Eacratary
Navy with respeet to t fleer and officers, and il
that relates to the adpcaiion of afficers sl mes

inctudtiigr ihe Naval Al wlemy. technical sehodle
and the ptlon eetatlisiment.  Vnder his oy
rection & and recaiving ships L 10
him go & tn the Secirtary of
The Navy vl Aiscipl In pre

tiee, he governing the mové.

<hips and officers. Besldes these duties,
v imporiant respronsig
the Ni ]

moents of
he 18 charged with ol
Relative ta the personnel of

LY e oie (e

confidentinl adviser of the Becrciar 1 FESOT
tinl, therefore. that th nief of the Burcan of
wNavigation should bhe et of gpocinl ability
Admiiral Ramsay retires on al count of ags o
A number of officers are

April 5 next

succeed himn.  The most prominently
these 18 Admiral Bunee, the present comnand |
chief of the home squadron. Admiral Bunce wiil te-
tite under the age law on Decombet P ir

menii

4

rumor i well founded, Admiral Kirkland, now in
commanid of the \ station at Mare Island
would also ke rhe biflet He i= the wlor af Al
miral Bunue As hetween the two, 1t 14 nerally
| betieved that Admira! Burce has the be Vi

s malking n good record {7
1 His practieal sxpercnes in

of suceess He
| hig present prosition,
command of 4 modern squadron would he ol much
Not i el t
au of Naa
Admital

& woleotion

age In case of
& hias there been a oilef of the Bur
commanded  a et
fedd Admiral Rams=ay. had com
£  hul never more (han one
true of Admiral Ramsay
Aspirants for the chiefship of the Hurean
limited to admbrals. however. There o
fousr capiaing wlio have s=pirations in tl
The senior .

owt present in commatad of
He s at the top of his grade, and wi
moted the 20th of pext month, when
Walker leaves the active [list. s e -
good one, d nnvil offfeers agree that he woak
mike an tent chief of bureay, Captaln Howi-
RN wWas ginted from  Indiana Hig totul
seivice covers a period of fourteen vears apd =
| months.  H¢ beent on shore ar other
twenty-alx  vears and  nine months,  The
feniar captidn 1o aspire to the billet ¢
Ruutz, now in command of the 3
at the Meoston Navy Yard
srs drd two moatha’ Sea
rx and nine munthe shore «
from Ohlo, and is, 10 ks =i
Presfdent-slect Mekinles. Ui
ded U8 a0 good offloer
Cagtain B, D Evans, “Fighting Bob,” is not a
candidate for the position, It 1s » o
tavorubly spoken of &

ton wilo ever
| Walker, who pre
manded single
ghip. The same

not
leas:

of the

direction
Howin

B ira
ord i

sl

-

hiis

wus appointed

He
pergonal 1riend o
| tuin Kauiz Is re

perform the  duties ‘ \

Rivmisgay aplion 1 1 alwu sakl '
gool  ferms with Mujor  MeKinles Pravabily ir
& selection dependen ‘ui'uh # vore of nuvil oftioers

n
10t averlaak the s
iding upon Adm
bs i afficed

| minders
Ramsay
Erade ol

I wWia

cant for v that W

tains the nhuop e mayx This s
Cuommander H. Duvig 4 menbw
of the Hoard of speciion and e l& an
Meer of mied His last = . ! mi-

mand of t} ule Mon:gom v

n 3 a4

mi=si y o
. i i : oF

£ appoln 0 f
wernor Long 1= mads :
it thonght that his « £ 1 i

Thers I8 10 Gies
10

1

hie hest
| of Commander Dayis
of the Bureau of N
jection that could he
that he 1« In the commit
answer to snch an ablect'c
hief of & Buiesu  of
thadwick af the same Tatik, o
Chief of the Burean of Opdnanes, W. M
| o sommanmler

PRONPECTIVE

Folger, wus

VAVAL PROMOGTION =,

EMENT OF COMMODORES MIL-
WiLL GIVE

OPPORTENITY

THY FARLY RETIR

LER AND NORTOX THEIR

JUNIOR® A WELCOME

Washington, Feb, 1 Specialy ~Xaval oficers jre
Aiscussing with Intereat a report which 2 b
| tton hers o the effori that
Norton have said t!

Seryio

thiey

ning

| The retiremint of Commodores Miller and
! ton will promotes  Comprodores v i i Wil
| Winllar who wo ot Wl
vaneed, as they tivia 1lst Yi Ago
| Jaw hefars the fir wo officers. Commolorod
| Payithian and W 1 retire on actount of age
| on July 21w d Navem T next, reepeciively.  In the
| usual course, Clammi o nowonld it 1
| untll August 10 of next yedar, and Commo Al

| wenild remidn on the active lisg untll November 2

fallowlng. The

the rank of Admical tpon the rellrement of Adinital
Walker on the 2k of next month, and of Admiral
Ramsay on Aprll 0. Afier these dates Adinlrals Mil-

ter and Norton, ag they will then be caliod, mav val
vntarly retlre upder the luw which auihorizds
retiroment by the Prestdent of ofMcers wii ha

pletod forty yveass of sors commodors Ml
present commandent of the Boston Navy Yard,
and Commaodare Norton commands the Washing
.\m-fr Yard, Commoadaore Phythian ts Supriinte Tent

n Wallaoe =

e,

o)
the

af 1 Naval Acudemy, and ommodor
the sentor officer on d 4t the Naval Station at
heard at the Nar

i, filler is not in rthe
and this & one reason why he
setive digy. No partlealar rea a
modore Itgire for rethament, ex opt tha
iy willing go Off the active .ist 1o Al w1
modara 16 he advanced ta the Admirs craile I
the Jast few vears theps have hes) sev el ca

| where Admiraly have redred ta fnsures the promaiion

! af their Juniors, and the Intended courss af (Com
modorea Milier and Norton is in jine with several

| precedeats.

latter iwao officirs will be promoted to |

The latest retirement under such cir- |

rimsiances wan that of Admiral Carpenter 19 pro- 4
mote Admiral Erben.
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